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Once upon a time there was a beautiful girl called Cinderella.  She lived with her father, his new wife and her two ugly step-sisters who were very unkind to her.  They made her do all the hard work.  She had to sweep the floors, cook the food and wash the dirty dishes, whilst they dressed up in fine clothes and went to lots of parties. 
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One day a very grand invitation arrived.  It was from the royal palace.  The king’s only son, the handsome prince, was going to have a grand ball, and the three girls were invited! Cinderella knew she wouldn’t be allowed to go, but the ugly sisters were very excited.  They couldn’t talk about anything else.  When the day of the ball came they made Cinderella curl their hair and help them, and arrange their jewels.
When they were ready the ugly sisters swept out of the door into their carriage without as much as a thank you to Cinderella.  She closed the door sadly and went to sit by the fire in the kitchen.

‘I wish I could have gone to the ball too,’ she sighed

There was a sudden swirl of silver stars and there in front of Cinderella stood an old lady with a twinkle in her eye and a wand in her hand.
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‘You shall go to the ball, my dear Cinderella.  I am your fairy godmother, she said.  ‘Now we must be quick, there is much to do!  Please bring me a large pumpkin from the vegetable patch.  Oh, and six mice from the barn, and you will find four lizards by the watering can.’
Cinderella did as she was asked.  With a wave of the wand, the pumpkin was turned into a glittering golden coach, and the mice into six pure white horses.  The lizards became elegant footmen, dressed in green velvet.
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‘And now you, my dear,’ said the fairy godmother, turning to Cinderella.  A wave of the wand, and Cinderella’s old apron disappeared and there she stood in a beautiful white dress, glittering with golden stars.  On her feet were tiny glass slippers with diamonds in the heels. 
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‘Enjoy yourself, Cinderella,’ said the fairy godmother, ‘but you must leave before midnight for then my magic ends and you will be back in your old apron with some mice and lizards at your feet.’

When Cinderella arrived at the ball she looked so beautiful that everyone wondered who she was.  The prince hurried over to ask her to dance and then would not dance with anyone else all evening.  The ugly sisters were very angry, which of course made them look even uglier!

Now Cinderella was enjoying the ball so much that she forgot the fairy godmother's warning, so she had a terrible fright when the clock began to strike midnight.  She turned from the prince with a cry and ran down the stairs of the palace into her carriage, and disappeared.  She just managed to get home as her beautiful dress disappeared, and by the time the ugly sisters got home, she was sitting by the fire.
One of the tiny glass slippers had slipped from her foot as she ran.  The prince picked it up and turning to the crowded ballroom said, ‘I shall marry the beautiful girl whose foot fits this slipper!’
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The next morning the prince went from house to house with the glass slipper, and every young lady tried to squeeze her foot into it, but no-one had feet that small!  At last he reached Cinderella’s house.  First one ugly sister then the other tried to squash their huge feet into the slipper.
‘Please let me try,’ said Cinderella.  

‘The slipper won’t fit you,’ laughed the ugly sisters.  ‘You didn’t go to the ball!’
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Cinderella slipped her foot into the glass slipper, and it fitted perfectly.  There was a sudden swirl of silver stars, and there in front of Cinderella stood her fairy godmother.  She touched Cinderella with her wand, and in an instant she was dressed in a golden dress sparkling with jewels, and on her feet was the prettiest pair of glass slippers ever seen.
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The prince asked Cinderella to marry him, and so there was a very happy wedding.  Everyone who had gone to the ball was invited – even the ugly sisters.  There was wonderful food and lots of music and dancing.  And the prince danced every dance with Cinderella. 
